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(1) GENERAL

	UNIVERSITY / Department
	· NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS /  Department of History and Philosophy of Science 
in collaboration with:
· UNIVERSITY OF PATRAS / Department of Philosophy
· UNIVERSITY OF CRETE / Department of Philosophy and Social Studies 

	STUDY LEVEL
	Postgraduate

	COURSE CODE
	102
	SEMESTER OF STUDY
	1st 

	COURSE TITLE 
	PLATO

	INSTRUCTOR(S)
	Georgia Sermamoglou-Soulmaidi

	TEACHING ACTIVITIES
	TEACHING HOURS PER WEEK
	ECTS

	Seminars
	3
	10

	COURSE TYPE
	specialization, skills development

	PREREQUISITE COURSES
	–

	LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION and EXAMINATIONS
	English

	COURSE OFFERED TO ERASMUS STUDENTS
	No

	COURSE WEBSITE (URL)
	https://eclass.uoa.gr/courses/PHS591/




(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

	Learning Outcomes

	
Upon successful completion of this course, students:
· will have gained familiarity with the close reading and interpretation of philosophical texts;
· will be able to apply their knowledge and understanding to other works of ancient philosophy;
· will be able to form judgments about the social and moral issues raised in the texts;
· will be able to communicate clearly their views and arguments to both specialist and non-specialist audiences


	General Skills

	
· Critical Thinking
· Independent work
· Team work
· Work in an international environment
· Work in an interdisciplinary environment
· Generating new research ideas





(3) COURSE CONTENT

	PLATO, Republic

General Description:

This is a seminar on Plato’s Republic. We will read the work in its entirety, and will also discuss scholarly articles and book chapters on various central questions of interpretation. 

Course Requirements:

For the first ten weeks, students are expected to read a book of the Republic in advance of each class session. The remaining weeks will be dedicated to the study of scholarship on the work, and preparation for the final paper, which will be due at the end of the seminar.

Course requirements also include the following:

1. Two-page outlines of the basic structure of each book will be due every week, in advance of each class session.
2. A 15-page final paper is due by the end of the semester.
3. Optional Extra Credit is available for students wishing to give oral reports on secondary literature. 






(4) TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS – ASSESSMENT

	TEACHING FORMAT 

	Class discussion.

	USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
	Use of E-class online platform.

	TEACHING STRUCTURE

		Activity
	Semester Workload

	Lectures, Seminars
	39

	Presentation preparation
	21

	Independent study
	120

	Project (paper preparation and submission
	120

	Total
(30 hours of work per credit unit)
	300




	STUDENT EVALUATION

	
1. Class participation (40%)
2. Weekly outlines (20%)
3. Final Paper (40%)







(5) RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY

	
We will compare and contrast competing interpretative approaches to Plato’s Republic, including the following:

Araújo, C. (2022) Cooperative Flourishing in Plato's Republic: A Theory of Justice. Bloomsbury Academic.

Benardete, S. (1989) Socrates’ Second Sailing: On Plato’s Republic. Chicago.

Nehamas, A. (1998) The Art of Living: Socratic Reflections from Plato to Foucault. Berkeley.

Strauss, L. (1964) The City and Man. Chicago.

Lombardini, J. (2023) Plato’s Political Thought. Brill.
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